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From the Pastor’s Pen . . .
 

CHRISTMAS 
 

Christmas. . . 
a time of joy, love, hope 

a time of giving, of receiving 
of celebrating the birth and life 

of a child who changed the world 
 

but that world. . .  
what has become of it 

Where has it gone 
I know a world that is 

on its head 
a world of grief, hate, despair 
a world in which many people 

celebrate death and war 
instead of life. . . and peace 

a world in which, for many, the only 
reason for living is to get what they can from the 

other guy . . . thinking only of themselves 
instead of others, of what the future might hold for 

the unborn . . . If there is a future . . .  
a cruel, hypocritical, and polluted world! 

 
but 

“I decline 
to accept 

the  
end 

of man” * 
 

for there is light in a world of darkness 
there IS joy, love, hope 

there IS a celebration of life and peace and selflessness 
 

it is these things, and others, 
which keep Christmas alive in 

the hearts of men 
 

if Christmas were not . . .  
we might not be 

 
    By:  Bernice Petre 
      * William Faulkner 
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DEACONS 
 

Everyone is invited to the Christmas Dinner on 
Sunday, December 17

th
, after worship.  Your 

deacons will give you an invitation and ask for 
your response by Sunday, December 3

rd
.  You 

are asked to bring a hot and cold dish to share.  
If you have any questions you can contact your 
deacon or Dave Wampler.  We hope everyone 
can come. A sign-up sheet has been posted on 
the bulletin board. 
 

MUSIC AND WORSHIP 
 

Join us on Sunday, December 3
rd

 as we make 
our sanctuary beautiful during the Hanging of 
the Greens service.  There will be something for 
everyone to do!  On Sunday, December 24

th 
we 

will have our Christmas Eve service with congre-
gational singing, anthems by the choir, various 
other presentations, and candle-lighting.  Come 
and help us enjoy the Christmas Season! 
 

WITNESS COMMISSION 
 

We thank those who participated in our first at-
tempt of having a Trunk N Treat Fall Festival. 
We would have liked to see the children and 
grandchildren of those members who attend our 
church.  This was done as a joint project with 
CCNS and everyone had some fun with their 
creativity.  CCNS is also participating with the 
Christmas Child Shoeboxes and we are appre-
ciative of their help with both projects. 
 

We thank everyone who shared a shoebox for 
the Christmas Child Shoeboxes that were col-
lected on November 19

th
. 

 

We are so grateful to have $595.00 to send to 
Elgin to be used for Hurricane Relief.  There 
were so many places where hurricanes did a 
LOT of harm to all those who were drastically 
affected by the hurricanes.  So, thank you to 
everyone who helped with this witness!  God is 
watching what we do to help others!  God 
thanks you and we thank you! 
 

We also thank those who helped ring the Salva-
tion Army Kettle Bells at the Point Mall.  Every 
little act of kindness counts! 
 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday is approach-
ing in January.  We are discussing the possibility  
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WITNESS COMMISSION (continued) 
 

of serving hot chocolate to the marchers.  We 
are also placing an ad in the MLK Booklet 
which is part of the worship service on Janu-
ary 14

th
, 2018. 

 

Do you have any thoughts on the outreach 
events the Witness Commission planned this 
past year?  We would like to hear your opin-
ions about the events that we used as com-
munity outreach.  Can you think of any pro-
grams you would like to see us try as we look 
beyond the church building? 
 

As Gloria is a member of the Carlisle Area 
Religious Council, she is part of the Cookie 
Packing night on December 19

th
 at 6:30 pm.  

A dozen cookies are given to each prisoner 
at the Cumberland County prison.  There are 
480 prisoners at this time....therefore, 480 
dozen cookies will be needed to complete 
this project.  If you would like to help with this 
event and ministry, please come. 
 

If you attend the Christmas Eve Service, on 
December 24

th
, the Witness Commission will 

be sharing a unique Christmas ornament.  
The quilting ladies made some ornaments 
inspired by Kate Loy who loved making yo-
yo's in her free time.  We are using these or-
naments to remember all those who went 
home in the past few years and to remember 
their gifts.  We hope you will remember them 
as you receive this special ornament gift. 
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

The Women's Fellowship is planning to have 
a Christmas Tea on December 10

th
 following 

the worship service.  Everyone should bring a 
tea cup.  If you have a tea pot that we could 
use, please let Gloria know.  If you would like 
to try one of the recipes to share at the tea, 
please see Gloria.  She has a wide selection 
of recipes to share. 
 

We are also going to collect art supplies for 
Children's Aid Society this year.  We will in-
clude paints, markers, paper, glue, tape, 
brushes, clay, such as modeling clay, play-
doh, model magic, colored pencils, watercol-
or paper, kid friendly stickers, kids left- 
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP (continued) 
 

handed and right-handed scissors.  Other  
items include baby wipes, baby food, styrofoam 
cups, paper  plates, plastic forks and spoons, 
napkins, paper towels, trash bags, postage 
stamps, freezer bags, pens, batteries, white copy 
paper, and black ink pens. 
 

On Sunday, December 10
th

, directly after the 
Christmas Tea, the women who have had Secret 
Sisters this past year will get together to ex-
change their gifts.  That will save time for every-
one. 
 

The Sonbeam's Class is studying a book 
“Numbers & Deuteronomy for Everyone” by John 
Goldingay.  You are welcome to come join us in 
this study.  This class contributed a Thanksgiving 
Dinner Bag to Project SHARE.  I thank each 
member for contributing some part of the meal 
for some recipient of SHARE. 
 

The Sonbeam's Sunday School Class has deco-
rated bags in which to place cookies to share 
with truckers and travelers as they pass through 
our area.  In past years, we have been usually 
able to share over 100 bags of cookies.  We 
thank everyone who contributes to this project.  
Travelers and truckers always appreciate this lit-
tle gift. 
 

If anyone has not been attending a Bible Study 
Group, Dale Miller and Gloria Ramirez are look-
ing for new members.  We meet every other 
month on a Sunday afternoon.  If you would be 
interested in joining us, please contact Dale or 
Gloria.  Thanks! 
 

STEWARDS 
 

The Stewards Commission designated one Sun-
day each quarter of 2017 to be set as District and 
Brotherhood Special Offering Sundays.  All funds 
contributed from these special offerings were 
sent directly to the District and Brotherhood. 
 

NURTURE COMMISSION 
 

December 17—Christmas Caroling –Meet at the 
church at 6:00pm and bring a dozen cookies to 
share.  Nurture will provide hot and cold drinks. 
 

 

MISSION TRIP TO THE DOMINICAN RE-
PUBLIC 
 

The Church of the Brethren was established in 
1979 in the Dominican Republic after Hurri-
cane David destroyed much of the country. 
Both Puerto Rican Brethren and US Americans 
came to help and a church grew out of those 
encounters.  Today there are about 21 church-
es with about 1650 members. 
 

The churches are highly evangelistic and al-
most every church has a daughter church that 
they are mentoring. Pastors must go through a 
two year theological course to be ordained.  
For continuing education, a pastors’ retreat is 
offered over the weekend once a year.  This 
year that retreat falls over December 8-10.  I 
have been asked to be a teacher for that re-
treat and will be teaching the Love Feast and 
Brethren history. 
 

Nicole and Jason Hoover represent the US 
Brethren church there.  They are from the Buf-
falo Valley CoB, part of our district.  They will 
be our hosts.  I will be accompanied by Galen 
Hackman, and his daughter and son-in-law to 
translate for him.  I plan to speak in Spanish. 
Galen’s son-in-law speaks Creole, and there 
are Haitian based churches in the DR. 
 

We plan to stay for a week.  I really wanted to 
visit local church leadership and encourage 
them.  The schedule now has one of us 
preaching every night other than the retreat. 
We will leave on December 6th and be back 
on the December 13

th
.  Thankfully, the DR did 

not suffer much storm damage.  Prayers for 
this time of training and fellowship are wel-
come. 
 

CAMP EDER 
 

Upcoming events: 
 December 1

st
—2

nd 
from 5:30pm until 

3:00pm the next day Cookie Camp—
Register online at www.campeder.org, 
email Ljackson@campeder.org or call 642-
8256. 

 December 8
th

, 9
th

, & 10
th

 from 5:00pm—
8:30pm:  7th Annual Christmas Tree Festi-
val.  Please see flyers on bulletin board for 
more details on the events and donations. 
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CROSS KEYS VILLAGE 
 

 December 4
th

 from 3:00pm-4:00pm the vil-
lagers, residents, team members, volunteers 
and friends honor or memorialize loved ones 
by lighting (electric) candles in their honor 
and having photos displayed in a large-
screen presentation. Intergenerational musi-
cal entertainment and refreshments also in-
cluded. This is a free event open to all. Held 
in the Nicarry Meetinghouse. 

 December 17
th

 from 7:00pm-8:30pm a long-
time music educator and performing musi-
cian, Don Horneff  will be performing, as part 
of the Professional Artists Series. This free 
concert is open to all.  Held in the Nicarry 
Meetinghouse. 

 

CCNS 3
RD

 ANNUAL COOKIE SALE 
 

December 20
th

 after the Christmas Program at 
10:00 am, CCNS will be holding their annual 
Cookie Sale.  At this time, I do not have the cost 
of the cookies.  Come and support the children! 
 

PROJECT SHARE 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Project SHARE is blessed to have your gener-
ous support. 
 

Thanks you for your donation of 67 cans of Tu-
na. 
 

You support strengthens our mission—and in 
doing so, we are able to offer hope to individu-
als and families in a variety of ways as exempli-
fied by the following situation. 
 

Recently, escaping a domestic violence situa-
tion, a mother and her three children arrived at 
Project SHARE with very few resources.  Alt-
hough the mother was so emotionally distraught 
and overwhelmed about where to turn for help, 
she had the where-with-all to realize that she 
and her children needed nourishment.  With 
Project SHARE as her first point-of-contact, she 
found that and so much more. 
 

She found safety in acceptance.  She found 
safety in knowing her children would not go 
hungry...safety in the compassionate listening 
and assistance she received...and she found 
safety in the welcoming arms of other agencies 
referred to her by Project SHARE. 
 

This is not an isolated circumstance.  Project 
SHARE faces challenging situations like this on 
a daily basis. 
 

PROJECT SHARE (continued) 
 

Because of you, we can respond with assis-
tance and with hope. 
 

Thank you for caring for our neighbors in need 
and joining us to live out our vision of Nourish-
ing Our Community...Awakening Hope! 
 

WEST STREET AFRICIAN METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL ZION CHURCH 
 

To the Pastor and Congregation: 
 

Our sincere thanks for your donation towards 
our roof project.  Your donation is a blessing. 
 

Your donation is 100% tax deductible.  100% of 
your donation will go towards our capital project 
for this conference year of replacing the exist-
ing roof on the church and parsonage. 
 

May God bless you and yours richly as you 
continue your walk of like.  We cordially invite 
you to come and be a part of worship experi-
ence.  Our worship service begins at 10:15 am. 
 

Again, thank you very much for your generosity 
and thoughtfulness. 
 

Yours In Christian Service, Rev. Vearnol P. Ha-
zel, Jr., Pastor 
 

MEALS ON WHEELS 
 

Meals on Wheels of Carlisle is currently looking 
for volunteer meal delivery drivers.  Meals are 
picked up from the Forest Park Nursing Home 
Monday—Friday at 10:30 a.m.  Delivery is once 
a week per driver and takes about 1/2 hour.  
Volunteers use their own vehicles.  Please con-
tact Stephanie Ollestad at 717-245-0707 if you 
are interested in either a permanent or a substi-
tute position. 
 

HERSHEY BEARS 
 

Faith & Family Nights will be held on December 
2

nd
, February 3

rd
, and March 15

th
.  Groups of 

15+: 100 Level Seating is $20.50 or 200 Level 
Seating is $15.00.  The event will be held at the 
Giant Center.  Please see the bulletin board for 
more details. 
 

JOKE 
 

Little Dewey was at football practice.  The 
coach said, “Who here thinks they can jump 
higher than the goal posts?”  Immediately Dew-
ey answered, “Oh, oh, me, sir. Me!”  The coach 
replied, “But Dewey, you’re the worst player on 
the team.”  “I know,” said Dewey, “but goal 
posts can’t jump.” 
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On the Personal Side... 
Caring for the world God gave us: 
 
Most of us are now recycling our cans, certain types of plastic (symbol numbers 1, 2, 3, 5), 
glass, newspaper, paper and cardboard.  But do you know what the greatest cause of the loss of 
materials to recycle is?  Recyclers! 
 
Most of us don’t think about the process of recycling.  All those types of materials go into one 
bag in many places.  But eventually they have to be sorted out and a lot of that is done by hu-
mans.  So think of the danger of pieces of broken glass, or sharp metal.  But worst yet, is gar-
bage that somehow ends up in the recycling. 
 
Where does that come from?  Poorly cleaned bottles, plastic and cans.  When we lived in Plain-
field, we were not allowed to recycle pizza boxes.  Why?  Because, inevitably, the boxes had 
some food on them.  Cardboard material goes into vats with water, where it is broken down 
again into paper pulp and reused.  But if there is food material or oil, that cardboard is not usea-
ble. The same is true for paper products.  Although the paper pulp machines can remove ropes, 
plastics and metals, they cannot remove foods. 
 
Clean plastic is chipped and melted down into pellets.  These are then reused to manufacture 
items such as lawn chairs.  Glass is cleaned before it can be re-used, and is melted down to be 
re-formed.  Glass can be recycled again and again. 
 
It is really important to wash out your cans, glass and plastic products before putting them in 
your recycle bin.  Think of the other people who will be touching what you just put in.  Will their 
noses thank you?  Will their hands?  They too are neighbors to us.  As well, your recycled mate-
rial will not become garbage, but will be re-used. 
 
Doesn’t it feel good to re-cycle!  It is an easy way to help our created world. 
 

 
PERSONS FROM THE CONGREGATION who have been ill, hospitalized, or needing pray-
er this past month include:  Sara VanAsdlen, Virginia McCoy, Clair Tritt, Ruth Young, Pete 
Thumma, Jean Wert, Martha Trimmer, Pearl Ditmer, Evelyn Gleim, Dot Bruckhart, Blanche 
Shenk, Graham Mulholland, Carrie Werner, Linda Young, Lyle King, Marla Abe 
 
FRIENDS OF THE CONGREGATION who have been ill, hospitalized, or needing prayer 
this past month include:  230+ Nigerian girls kidnapped by Boko Haram, Dorcas Yakubu has 
been seen on the latest video release by Boko Haram, Todd Fortna, Chrissy Kulp, Sarah Beam, 
Adam Cutter, Kim Murphy, Mary Jane Sauser, Jasmine Kole 
 
SYMPATHIES TO THE Kascioleck family in the passing of Brenda, to the Farner family in 
the passing of Ed, to the Miller family in the passing of Paul, and to the Dovenspike family in the 
passing of Adam 

                  The Light On The Hill 

Joys, Sorrows, & Concerns 
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Serving You In December . . . 

Worship  
Greeters 

 

Evelyn Reed 
 

Hospitality 
 

Mike Lebo 
 

Ushers 
 

Shyrl & Charlie Carothers 
Patsy & Eldon Myers 

Our Record of Faithfulness 
 

                        Y-T-D             2016               Y-T-D.              2016                Y-T-D                 
                       General Fund      General Fund         Building Fund       Building Fund        Special Giving 
November 19        $106,160.11         $108,607.54              $ 1,565.00              $2,570.00                $ 13,795.72 

 
“Knowledge makes us proud of ourselves, while love makes us helpful to others. ” 

1 Corinthians 8:1 
 

“No person was ever honored for what he received.  He was honored for what he gave.” 
~Calvin Coolidge 

 

 

Head Ushers 
 

December   3 Jesse Donnelly 
December 10 Dale Miller 
December 17 Dave Marks 
December 24 Ike Tritt 
December 31 Dale Miller 
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Worship Leaders 
 

December   3 Music and Worship 
December 10 Mike Ditmer 
December 17 Mike Ditmer 
December 24 Dale Miller 
December 31  

Children’s Time 
 

December   3 Gloria Ramirez 
December 10 Doris Marks 
December 17 Gloria Ramirez 
December 24 Francine Moody 
December 31 Maria Shaulis 
 

Nursery 
 

December   3 Pat Tritt 
December 10 Shyrl Carothers 
December 17 Maria Shaulis 
December 24 Lisa Billman 
December 31 Kirsten Shaulis 
 

Sound Room 
 

December   3 Michael Strickler 
December 10 Dave Marks 
December 17 Dale Miller 
December 24 Mike Ditmer 
December 31  
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Happy  
      Birthday 

01 Sara Vanasdlen 
03 Tom Murray 
 Joy Steffy 
07 Victoria Gehman 
 Jean Wert 
 Kensington Tritt 
11  Desiree White 
13 Gary Damiter 
16 Maria Shaulis 
17  Evelyn Reed 
19  Elaine McCoy 
  Francine Moody 
  Luke Lebo 

     25    Debbe Stansbury 
     26    Hunter Pastucci 
     27    Kelsey Dunkle 
    Tessie Shrawder 
     31    Harry Nenninger 
    Sue Scott 

 
Happy  
    Anniversary 

 
13  Debbie & Mike Meenan 
22  Cindy & Allen Roth 
30  Elaine & Fred McCoy 

 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
 

Eggnog Thumbprints 

 

Ingredients: 

  

Preparation 

 

Yield: 48 servings 
Prep Time: 20 minutes 
Cook Time: 12 minutes 

 3/4 cup butter, softened 

 1/2 cup white sugar 

 1/4 cup packed brown sugar 

 1 egg 

 1/2 tsp vanilla 

 2 cup flour 

 1/4 tsp salt 

 1/4 cup butter 

 1 cup confectioners’ sugar 

 1 tbsp rum 

 1 pinch ground nutmeg 

 Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. 
 In a medium bow, cream together 3/4 cup 

butter, white sugar, and brown sugar until 
smooth.  Beat in egg and vanilla.  Combine 
flour and salt; stir into the creamed mixture 
by hand to form a soft dough.  Roll dough 
into 1 inch balls, and place balls 2 inches 
apart on ungreased cookie sheet.  Make an 
indention in the center of each cookie using 
your finger or thumb. 

 Bake for 12 minutes in preheated oven.  
Cool completely. 

 In a small bow, mix together 1/4 cup butter, 
confectioners’ sugar, and rum.  Spoon 
rounded teaspoonfuls of filling onto cookies.  
Sprinkle with nutmeg.  Let stand until set be-
fore storing in an airtight container. 

 
    allrecipes.com 
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Cauliflower Griddle Cakes (Shyrl Carothers) 
 

1 head cauliflower (cut into florets) 
1/4 cup chopped onion 
1/2 cup shredded low fat cheddar cheese 
1/2 cup panko bread crumbs 
2 large eggs, lightly beaten 
1/2 tsp salt 
1/4 tsp pepper 
2 tsp olive oil, divided 
 

Cook cauliflower and onion in a large pot of 
boiling water until tender, drain well.  Mash cau-
liflower with electric mixer until smooth.  Stir in 
cheese, bread crumbs, eggs, salt and pepper.  
Form mixture into twelve 2 inch patties. 
 

In large skillet or griddle over medium heat, 
heat 1 teaspoon of oil.  Cook patties in batches 
4-5 minutes per side until golden and set, add-
ing remaining oil as needed.  Keep warm in ov-
en on low temperature until all batches are fin-
ished. 
 

Chicken & Cauliflower Poppers (Shyrl Carothers) 
 

1 head of cauliflower cut into florets 
1/2 cup onion 
3 tbsp parsley chopped 
1 clove garlic 
2 tsp soy sauce 
Salt and Pepper to taste 
1 lb. ground chicken 
vegetable oil or olive oil for frying 
Marinara sauce for dipping 
 

In food processor combine cauliflower, onions, 
parsley, garlic, and soy sauce.  Puree until a 
chunky paste forms.  Put in bowl with ground 
chicken, salt, and pepper.  Mix until evenly 
combined. 
 

Heat a tablespoon of oil in a medium sauté pan 
over medium high heat.  Using a small cookie 
scoop or rounded tablespoon scoop meatballs 
into the pan being sure not to crowd the pan.  
Cook on each side for 4-5 minutes until golden.  
Add oil to pan as needed. 
 

Serve with marinara sauce or your favorite dip. 
 

Cauliflower Mashed Potatoes (Shyrl Carothers) 
 

1 head if cauliflower cut into florets, boil in water 
or chicken stock until soft.  Drain well.  Transfer 
to food processer or use immersion blender and 
blend until smooth.  Then you can add what ev-
er you like:  milk, butter, cream cheese, sour 
cream, parmesan cheese, garlic, salt, pepper. 

Carrot & Cauliflower Soup (Shyrl Carothers) 
 

4 large carrots, cut into chunks 
1 head cauliflower cut into chunks 
1 apple cut into chunks 
4 cups chicken broth 
4 cups water 
1 1/2 tsp salt 
1/4 tsp pepper 
1/4 tsp garlic powder 
nutmeg and honey to taste 
1 cup almond milk 
 

Combine first 5 ingredients in soup pot.  Bring 
to boil. Reduce heat and simmer until tender.  
Using a blender puree until smooth.  Stir in re-
maining ingredients and serve hot.  You can 
sprinkle top of each bowl with parmesan 
cheese, if desired. 
 

This soup freezes very well.  It can also be 
used in different ways such as the base of beef 
vegetable soup or can be added to chili without 
anyone knowing! 
 

Creamy Cauliflower Sauce (Shyrl Carothers) 
 

8 large garlic cloves 
2 tbsp butter 
2 heads of cauliflower 
32 oz. chicken broth 
1 tsp salt 
1/2 tsp pepper 
1/2 cup almond milk 
 

Sauté garlic in butter and set aside.  Cook cau-
liflower in broth until tender.  Put in blender 
with garlic, salt, and pepper.  Blend until 
smooth.  Add milk last and stir to mix. 
 

This can be frozen.  It can be used to make an 
alfredo sauce or any type of cheese can be 
added.  It can be used to thicken soups such 
as broccoli or asparagus soup.  It can be used 
in macaroni and chees to make it a lighter dish. 
 

Lemon Cake Dessert (Alverta Bobb) 
 

2 cups flour 
2 sticks butter (melted) 
3/4 cup pecans crushed 
 

Cream and press in sprayed 9X13 pan.  Bake 
25 mins. At 350.  Cool.  Whip 16 oz. cream 
cheese, 2 cups powdered sugar and spread 
over cooled mixture in pan.  Mix 2 small boxes 
of instant lemon pudding with 3 cups milk.  
Spread over cheese mixture.  Then spread 
cool whip over this.  Let it set 1 hour in fridge. 
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Address Service Requested 

 

Loving Father, 

Help us remember 

The birth of Jesus 

That we may share in 

The song of the angels, 

And the gladness of the shepherds, 

And the worship of the wise men. 

Close the door of hate and 

Open the door of love all over the world. 

Let kindness come with every gift and 

Good desires with every greeting.  Deliver us from 

Evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and us 

To be merry with clear heats.  May the Christmas morning 

Make us happy to be Thy children, and the Christmas 

Evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, 

forgiving and forgiven, 

For Jesus’ sake. 

Amen. 


