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From the Pastor’s Pen . . .
 

 

Recently Marla and I spent several days in and around Johnstown, PA.  Though Johnstown had 
a number of floods from 1807 onward, May 31, 1889, was the flood it is known for.  Words can-
not express when a wall of water 30 feet high descends on one’s home.  Over 2,000 lives were 
known to be lost in that flood.  Given such a tragedy I rejoiced with the many, many, outpour-
ings of caring from many places in our own land, as well as lands beyond the USA.  Tragedy 
has a way of bringing out the greater truth of caring that we often hide under the guise of feeling 
threatened in some way.  O God, we might pray, never let us be found in a flood, an earth-
quake, forest fire, mud slide, and tsunami.  BUT...if so, we rejoice in the caring around us. 
 
December 1978 as water rose at a dam in Louisville, KY, the flood gates were opened for 
awhile thus flooding the poorer part of town down river from the gates.  A carload of us from 
northern Indiana mudded out basements in houses for several days.  When we managed to 
move upstairs it was to find the water line several inches from the first floor ceiling.  We were 
encouraged to not receive any “pay” for anything done for those who lived there had already 
paid enough.  Yet, one afternoon, at the front steps of a small grocery store, with the water line 
in the sand by the front step, when a dear soul insisted on buying us a Coke, we relented!  
Thanks God for your generosity on that warm December day. 
 
At our noon meal, we camped out beside a 40 foot painted white semi with an awning the length 
of the trailer.  Thank God for the Southern Baptist Convention Disaster Response Trailer.  As I 
stood, in shirtsleeves, with the lightest mist falling I never tasted baked beans being so good! 
 
Oh for the blessing when goodness outshines sinfulness!  When self gives way to the needs of 
others!  When disasters can point us to the Divine! 
 
Christopher Sauer (Sower, Saur) 1695-1758 related to the colonial Brethren.  His son Sauer, Jr. 
became Brethren.  They were chief competitors in printing in Pennsylvania to Ben Franklin.  
Some interesting stories here, see Jim if so interested.  However, father and son, on their print 
shop wall displayed the comment often heard in the Brethren:  “To the glory of God and my 
neighbors good.” 
 
For whatever the day, the time, the place, hopefully not waiting for a disaster...To God be the 
Glory, yes, even through us! 
 
        See you on the journey,  
        Pastor Jim  
 
 
P.S.  A motto above our workbench while in  B.V.S.  As I packed medicine for shipment over 
seas:  “Give to the world the best you have, and the best will come back to you.”  I found this 
verified many times.  Try it, you’ll like it:  God and those around you will rejoice too! 



The Light On The Hill  

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

The Yard Sale was a great success.  We 
brought in $2,642.40 during Friday and Satur-
day.  This was a great improvement over 2016. 
Thanks to all that helped to make this a suc-
cess. 
 

NURTURE COMMISSION 
 

The Nurture Commission made $327.50 from 
the food stand, which they manned during the 
Annual Yard Sale. 
 

WITNESS COMMISSION 
 

The Witness Commission is seeking volunteers 
for the summer months to help pack grocery 
bags for home deliveries at Project Share.  Dur-
ing Tuesday morning of distribution weeks ap-
proximately 150 bags of groceries need to be 
filled.  They will be distributed to homebound re-
cipients on Thursday and Saturday of that week.  
Volunteers need to report at 9:00 am.  The work 
usually takes 90 minutes to complete, depend-
ing on the number of volunteers.  The Tuesdays 
of distribution weeks will be July 18

th
, and Au-

gust 15
th

.  If you have any questions about this 
opportunity to serve, please see Dale Miller. 
 

Our church, again this year, is hosting the Car-
lisle CARES emergency men’s homeless shelter 
during the month of July.   A schedule is posted 
on the bulletin board.   According to the guide-
lines, the host volunteers should be here from 
8:30 pm - 10:00 pm.  Responsibilities are to 
open the doors at approximately 9:00 pm and 
welcome guests, show the overnight volunteers 
where the restrooms, etc. are located, and lock 
the front door at 10:00 pm.  Hosts will provide 
ice water in pitchers to the guests.  CARES is 
allowing healthy snacks if the host that night 
wants to provide them. 
 

MUSIC AND WORSHIP 

From June - September  our choir will be tak-
ing a well-deserved vacation.  Several people 
have already provided us with their special tal-
ents, which we enjoyed immensely.  We would 
like to extend to others the opportunity to pro-
vide special music during these summer 
months.  If you, a family member, or friend  

News Of The Congregation  

MUSIC AND WORSHIP 
 

would like to contribute a musical number to 
our worship service, please sign-up on the 
sheet on the bulletin board. 
 

STEWARDS 
 

For the second quarter of 2017, the congre-
gation donated $1,004.00 to the District and 
Brotherhood.  During the first quarter, 
$678.00 was donated.  Total amount to date 
for this special offering is $1,682.00. 
 

Using these special contributions and funds 
from general offerings, we were able to send 
a total of $4,500.00 to the District and Broth-
erhood, $2,250.00 each.  This puts us on 
track to meet our 2017 District and Brother-
hood commitments of $4,500.00 for each or-
ganization.  
 

THANK YOU 
 

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, phone 
calls and meals while I was recovering and 
continue to heal from a broken shoulder.   
                                      ~ Verna George 
 

CAMP EDER 
 

Fill the Pool Campaign!  Camp Eder needs 
help to raise the funds for the pool repair.  
The system was old and pumps were about to 
fail.  Several of the systems needed to main-
tain safe water conditions have been re-
placed.  To be proactive, they replaced the 
main pump and other systems.  However, 
these costs were outside of their budget.  Will 
you help them to pay for these unexpected 
expenses?  Please donate now to keep Camp 
Eder financially strong and healthy.  Be part 
of “filling the pool” and replenish their budget 
so their resources for ministry don’t run dry!  
Thank you! 
 

CROSS KEYS VILLAGE 
 

The 57
th
 Annual Chicken BBQ, Car Show and 

Auction will be held on Saturday, August 12
th
 

from 9:00 am—4:00 pm.  Plan on being at 
Cross Keys Village for a great time.  The food 
will be a treat, there will be opportunities to 
shop in price range, live music will be availa-
ble most of the day, and the classic car buffs 
can check out those Chevys, T-Birds and 
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CROSS KEYS VILLAGE (continued) 
 

DeSotos in all their shining glory.  This is the 
greatest family event of the season.  The 
event will be held by the pond area and the 
Nicarry Meetinghouse. 
 

FRIENDS CROSS KEYS VILLAGE—THE 
BRETHREN HOME COMMUNITY 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

We are happy to be making plans for the 57
th
 

Annual Chicken BBQ, Car Show and Auction.  
We would be honored if your congregation 
can partner with us again this year by taking 
the following responsibilities:  Helping with 
the Ice Cream Booth all day (10:00 am—4:00 
pm).  We will need 3 persons per hour.  We 
are also requesting that the gardeners in your 
church share their surplus harvest with us to 
sell at our Baked Goods table.  In addition 
financial donations are always welcome and 
appreciated. 
 

We appreciate the support you have given in 
the past helping the Friends meet the goals to 
help the residents of Cross Keys Village.  We 
will need you to sign in at the information 
booth upon arrival and also sign out when 
leaving. 
 

Please let us know if your church is able to 
provide the above items by returning a copy 
of this letter to Annette Boyer, Friends of 
Cross Keys Village. 
 

Annette Boyer and Roger & Mary Turner 
 

NOTE:  Gloria will take the baked goods 
the morning of August 12th and she will be 
preparing a schedule for serving at the Ice 
Cream Booth.  The sign-up sheet has been 
posted on the bulletin board! 
 

PROJECT SHARE 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Thank you for your donation of the 43 cans of 
Tuna/Chicken. 
 

As a team, we appreciate your generosity 
which helps us bring joy to the people in our 
community who feel desperate.  Some of our 
clients come for food and others just need a 
listening ear; to hear that they are loved and 
have not been forgotten. 
 

PROJECT SHARE (continued) 
 

Thank you for your support of the mission of 
Project SHARE.  It is much needed and ap-
preciated. 
 

God Bless,  
Debra Hess—Dir. Of Dev. & Major Gifts 
 

SUSQUEHANNA VALLEY MINISTRY CEN-
TER 
 

Dear Congregational Leaders, 
 

In this season of growth, we are mindful of all 
the ingredients necessary for a robust yield:  
good soil, nutrients, cultivation, and the ap-
propriate balance of rain and sun.  The 
SVMC’s mission, to cultivate leadership for 
Brethren ministry that is ‘growing in 
knowledge” and “rooted in Christ” also re-
quires many ingredients; dedicated students, 
inspiring instructors, challenging courses, en-
couraging home congregations , and support-
ive SVMC partners. 
 

The SVMC enjoys healthy partnerships, 
which allows us to provide Church of the 
Brethren training at the graduate and certifi-
cate levels within our region. 
 

Graduate and certificate level classes are of-
fered locally.  Most who complete these clas-
ses apply for ordination and minister within 
our geographic area.  SVMC also serves pas-
tors by hosting continuing educations events.  
In addition, pastors can earn CEUs by audit-
ing any of the classes we host. 
 

SVMC is seeking your congregation’s support 
to this vital ministry to continue our firm finan-
cial foundation and to provide additional min-
istry training events. 
 

SVMC is our shared ministry.  Thank you for 
your important contribution to this work.  To-
gether we can continue to provide the ingredi-
ents needed for fertile growth and an abun-
dant yield through our ministry training pro-
grams. 
 
In Christ’s Peace, 
William Waugh, So. PA. Dist. Exe. 
Mark Liller, SVMC Governing Board 
Donna Rhodes, SVMC Exe. Dir. 
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On the Personal Side... 
Mentioned in my sermon: 
 

Here's the story behind it:  In a cup of coffee at the Soul Café, Leonard Sweet tells the story of 
the making of a film by two Londoners.  In 1971 they began to film street people.  The film cap-
tured the daily rituals of the homeless—their trials and joys.  Some were drunk, others mentally 
disturbed.  Some were articulate and others unintelligible.  One of England's leading composers, 
Gavin Bryars, agreed to help with the audio aspects of the film.  During his work, he became 
aware of a constant undercurrent of sound that appeared whenever one certain homeless man 
was filmed.  At first, the sound seemed like muttered gibberish.  But after removing the back-
ground noise, Bryars discovered the old man was singing. 
 

Bryars learned that this beggar did not drink or socialize with others.  The old man was alone, 
filthy, homeless, but he also had a sunny demeanor.  What distinguished him from the others 
was his quiet singing.  He would sing for hours the same thing over and over.  The man's weak 
voice was untrained, but it never wavered from pitch. He repeated the simple phrases of the 
song over and over. 
 

One day at the office the composer looped together the first 13 bars of the homeless man's 
song, preparing to add orchestration to the piece.  He left the loop running while he went down-
stairs for a cup of coffee.  When he returned, he found his fellow workers listening in subdued 
silence, and a few were even weeping.  The old man's quiet, trembling voice had leaked from the 
recording room and transformed the office floor.  Here is what he sang: 
 

Jesus' blood never failed me yet 
Never failed me yet 

Jesus' blood never failed me yet 
There's one thing I know 

For he loves me so. 
 

Though not a Christian, Bryars created and produced an accompaniment to this homeless per-
son's song of trust in Jesus.  The result was a CD entitled Jesus' Blood Never Failed Me Yet. 
The old man died before he heard it.  
 

Here is the connection to YouTube.  It is long, but I find it deeply reassuring.  I love how the solo 
voice sings and then is slowly joined until it is a chorus. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmkC_leNM7M&t=970s 
 

 

                  The Light On The Hill 

Joys, Sorrows, & Concerns 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmkC_leNM7M&t=970s
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Happy  
    Anniversary 

. 

 

 
RECIPE OF THE MONTH 

 
Double Peanut Cookies 
“For all the peanut lovers out there!  Smooth 
peanut cookies with crunchy roasted pea-
nuts...too good.” 
 

Ingredients 
1 c All Purpose Flour 
1/2 tsp Baking Soda 
1/2 c Shortening or Butter 
1/2 c Creamy Peanut Butter 
1/2 c Sugar 
1/2 c Brown Sugar, packed 
1 Egg, beaten 
1 1/2 c Salted Dry-Roasted Peanuts 
 

Instructions 
In a bowl, mix together flour and baking soda; 
set aside.  In a separate large bowl, beat 
shortening/butter and peanut butter until well 
blended.  Add sugars; beat until fluffy.  Beat in 
egg.  Stir in flour mixture until well blended; sit 
in peanuts.  Drop by rounded teaspoon, 2 
inches apart, onto ungreased baking sheets; 
flatten slightly.  Bake at 350 degrees for 10 to 
12 minutes, until lightly golden.  Cool on bak-
ing sheets for about 5 minutes; remove to a 
wire rack to cool completely.  Makes over 3 
dozen. 
 

   ~Glenna Trimmer 
 

 

Happy  
      Birthday 
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